
 
 
 
 
May 17, 2016 
 
 
Stop the West Roxbury Lateral Committee 
4 Archdale Road 
Boston, MA 02131 
https://swrl.info 
 
 
 
Undersecretary Patrick McMurray 
Massachusetts Department of Homeland Security 
Executive Office of Public Safety & Security 
One Ashburton Place 
Boston, MA 02108-6118 
  
 
Dear Undersecretary McMurray: 
 
 
      As a community-based organization with support from thousands of West Roxbury, MA residents, the Stop 
the West Roxbury Lateral Committee (S.W.R.L.) opposes the proposed location of the Algonquin Incremental 
Market (A.I.M.) West Roxbury Lateral (W.R.L) above-ground regulating station in the West Roxbury, MA 
community (a “High Consequence Area Class 4 Location”) and formally requests that your office immediately 
take action to conduct a risk assessment of this project and deny the planned location of the above-ground 
regulating station in this densely-populated neighborhood.   
 
     U. S. Congressman Stephen Lynch, City of Boston Councilor Matt O’Malley, State Senator Mike Rush, and 
State Representative Ed Coppinger, and the West Roxbury Civic and Improvement Association (W.R.C.I.A.) 
have all endorsed our specific objections to this project.  
 
     Our stance is based upon the following documentation resourced from the U.S Department of Homeland 
Security’s Transportation Security Administration Office of Intelligence and over fourteen months of 
consultation provided to the community by Natural Gas Safety and Forensics expert Mark McDonald*: 
      

• Above-ground regulating stations have been considered to be “viable targets” for terrorists by the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security T.S.A Office of Intelligence, effective January 18, 2011**, due to 
the ease through which catastrophic destruction can be generated by an IED, cyberattack, or just a 
couple turns of a regulator valve with a wrench within the station. Any of these actions would send up 
to 750 pounds (psi) pressure, which exceeds maximum allowable operating pressure (MAOP), into 
Distribution pipelines which feed neighborhood homes. The consequences would be simultaneous 
massive multiple explosions and fires that would engulf neighborhood homes.  

• Many industry training videos are readily available on YouTube which instruct the viewer in how to 
regulate valve pressure. 

• Three elementary schools, Roxbury Latin, Catholic Memorial, one public swimming pool, and one 
nursing home are all located within the projected immediate blast zone, along with many homes and 
small businesses. 



 
 

 
 
 
 

• The immediate devastation to this West Roxbury, MA neighborhood from this attack would be 
September 11, 2001 scale: the immediate destruction of thirty (30) square blocks and the loss of 
approximately 1500-2000 lives. Secondary explosions along the pipeline would kill hundreds to 
thousands more. Collateral damage to Greater Boston citizens resulting from radioactive fallout from 
the blast would be extensive. 

 
 

• The West Roxbury Lateral above-ground regulating station as proposed in this neighborhood of 
Boston, a high profile media market, is a strategic target to terrorists as a “high-value target of terror”. 
Along with the catastrophic loss of life, a successful attack would produce broad media coverage with 
relatively little expense of effort, time, or training required of the perpetrator. 

 
   To permit the placement of this above-ground regulating station within a neighborhood where it could be 
easily accessed by terrorists would be grossly irresponsible. SWRL urges your office to immediately authorize a 
thorough assessment of the terrorism risks associated with this above-ground regulating station and use its 
authority to terminate any plans to place this potential threat within the West Roxbury neighborhood as well as 
any other densely-populated Massachusetts neighborhood. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Stop the West Roxbury Lateral Committee 
4 Archdale Road 
Boston, MA 02131 
https://swrl.info 
 
 
 
 
Resources/References: 
 

• *Mr. Mark McDonald, www.411experts.com 
 

• http://www.naturalgaswatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/WR-Pipeline-PPT-Presentation-Post-
Meeting4.pdf   (pages 4-8) 

 
 

• **“Pipeline Threat Assessment”, The U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Transportation Security 
Administration Office of Intelligence, https://info.publicintelligence.net/TSA-PipelineThreats2011.pdf 
 
 

 
 

 


